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for my chief officers, and I finally determined to send to
General Basil. It was twelve miles to ride, but Colonel
Kennett undertook to go and return in two hours. I then
called in Morgan and Colonel Wood, who was also in his
party, and announced to them my determination, and in-
formed them that with my escort and two companies of
cavalry we would ride forward to the Lunatic'Asylum,
some ^ix or seven miles towards Nashville. The rebels
had thus an opportunity to see the whole force which had
been prepared to take them. The colonel and Captain
Morgan rode, one on each side of me, and on seeing my
formidable preparations expressed themselves as very for-
tunate in their escape. The large force mounted in wagons
attracted their attention especially. That was to them a
new feature in warfare.

We passed on our march some three thousand magnifi-
cent soldiers, and Wood and Morgan both expressed their
surprise at our admirable appearance. In two hours Colonel
Kennett returned from General Buell. The officers in the
mean while had supper prepared at the asylum. Colonel
Kennett was directed to detain them till about daylight,
and then escort them outside our lines. The expedition
was abandoned and thus a most capital adventure spoiled,

Morgan and his men were hospitably entertained
"by those In charge of the asylum, and at daylight
were sent out of the lines as General Buell had di-
rected. They soon after commenced a fusillade on
our pickets as a parting salute.

The treatment Morgan received at this time from
General Mitchel was never forgotten by the former.
Morgan then either had no commission from the
Confederacy, or a roving one, which no one was
bound to respect. He came into our lines under flag
of truce, in citizen's clothes, and no sooner were the
preparations for the expedition perceived than one
of. the troopers of his band broke away, galloping of an introduction to General
